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Empowering children to be active
agents of ethical and resilient change
in their communities through learning
care & repair.

Building on work including Design Minds Toolkit: ‘How
might we... Build a Culture of Repair’ and the
development of other pedagogical tools [1], Redirective
Practice, a design collective partly run by the authors, is
organizing a series of children’s workshops that will
empower children to be active agents of change in their
communities through learning care and repair. Fun,
hands-on and based around new design thinking, kids
will learn how design can contribute to learning to care
for themselves, the environment and others.

The main objective is to equip children with
environmental and ethical agency, recognising that the
ability to form strong communities and build localised
skills is becoming increasingly important in the face of
climate change, global economic instability and the
breakdown of community [2]. This will be done through
various fun and interactive workshops including:
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Culture of Repair—teaching kids to live in a culture
where repair is accessible, acceptable and sensible. Kids
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will have the chance to hack, make and repair items
including phones, radios, shoes, backpacks with simple
everyday tools. They will gain invaluable DIY skills and
attitudes [3].

E-waste autopsy—kids will pull apart electronic objects
in order to learn how many parts there are. Through this
process they will learn diagnostic skills and how to better
design for disassembly [4].

Recycling—through the Culture of Repair and E-waste
Autopsy workshops kids will learn how to use materials
traditionally regarded as waste, participating in a process
of recycling, repurposing and bricolage.

Edible Urban Gardening—kids will learn to grow fresh
produce in organic gardens. This will be accompanied
with cooking classes and the development of DIY skills
such as beehive, worm farm and compost construction

(5]

Mapping - Kids will learn powerful relational thinking
methods through fun participatory mapping workshops.
They will learn to analyse and synthesis complexity by
mapping patterns of information, geographies and
cognition, equipping them with the skills needed in the
21st century to navigate complex future challenges [6].

The workshop series has been designed from a
recognised need that young Australians will live in a very
different and complex globalised environment over the
next 30 years. This includes recognizing that our global
economies are constantly shifting and Australia’s youth
need to be equipped with the entrepreneurial skills that
enable them not only to face these changes but to lead
them. They will be challenged to be creative in defining
and solving problems across all facets of everyday life
using a suite of design thinking tools.

What’s next

The project is in development and testing phase and this
article acts as a call for interest. If you are a practitioner,
community member, educator or parent and are
interested in what we are doing we would like to open
conversation about where to next.

Over the coming months we will be hosting a series of
trial workshops with local schools, securing funding
streams and collaborating with other practitioners skilled
in care and repair to help host the workshops.

Can we recognise that skills in resourcefulness,
resilience, bricolage, repair and care need to be valued
and taught to our children for all of humanity to have
increased options to adapt, mitigate and redirect around
future challenges in the coming decades?

Will you join us in this exciting project?
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